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Faction~ridden and impotent, crippled by lack of a working class
program, SDS limps on, its continued existence as a national organi-
zation looking ever more dcubtful. That at least is the conclusion
we are forced to draw from the recent SDS national convention held in
Chicago over Christmas, 1970, which was poorly attended and tightly
controlled organizationally by the Worker-Student Alliance and Pro-
gressive Labor. The first SDS national convention since the split
convention of '69 (over a year ago), it exposed clearly the disastrous
consequences of PL~WSA's bad politics and misleadership.

Forced by membership pressure to finally call the convention,

the existing PL-WSA leadership could not aveid confronting two dis-
tinct ovpositional currents which 1t has tried to smother and lgnore
for over a year--3 large, heterogeneous rightward moving group of ex=-
WSA'ers and ex~PL'ers, and the left-wing Revolutionary HMarxist Caucus,
Any analysis of the new rightward movement in SDS must begin from the

basic point that these groups have emerged directly because of the
failure of the PL-WSA lesadership to provide a militant and consistent-
ly working class program for SDS, as well as 1ts stupldly bureaucratic
handling of political opposition.

The right wing forces, although comprising about 30% of the total
attendance (about 650 at most gessions, although registration was over
900), certainly a sizeable minority, were unable to agree on any com-
mon program except opposlition to PL, and managed to discredit them-
selves thoroughly by their inabllity to handle the politlcal 1ssues

(continued on page 2)

DEMONSTRATE AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT

PROGRAM FCR THE [:pGN@M@vCRbIS

The current econcmic c¢risis continues to deepen. Unemplovment has
risen drasticalily, welfare cutbacks continue, while inflaticn proceeds
unchecked, The bosses and their politliclans have no answer, except to
broaden their attacks on the union movement througn anti-strike laws
and proposals for wage control, They clailm they could stop inflation
if working people would "all be a little less piggy"., They encourage
white workers to believe it 1s the black and Puerto Rican people's
efforts to find jobs and decent housing which are threatening thelr
own 1iving standards, They continue thelr reign of terror and repres-
sion against the Black Panthers. They appeal to patriotism and anti-
communlism, telling workers to support the Vietnam war which massacres
working people abroad while causing economic hardships for working
people at home,

But dissatisfaction with these so-called "answers" 1s rising.
Many workers and students recognize that the Vietnamese peasants and
workers fighting for liberation are our allies, not our enemies. And
we know that the government's attacks on anti-war students, on black
militants like Angela Davis and the Panthers, on striking unionists,
on squatters fighting for decent housing for thelir families-~these
are attacks on all working people and must be fought and defeated by
all of us .

The most powerful weapon which working people hiave 1s the streng-
th and militanecy of their unions. But tnﬁuﬁ urlons, controlled by a
o ' (continueo on page 6)
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raised. during the convention. The Revolutionary Marxis* Caucus IOdght
consistently forits’ proletarian soclalist progranm,. emerging as the
only serious ieft alternativa to the old leadersnip.

" 'The Right Wing——Moralism, Liberal Guilt Maoism

The right wing, ‘although. forming a loose coalition among them—
selves during the conventilon,- nevertheless actually represented two
distinct trends; one, a growling trend back to old New Leftism-~the
swamp which, can go no further than moral horror at burned bables, ihe
proponents of this guilt—ridden, reformist liberal orientation were-

- primarily ‘the Rosoff group from NYC, ‘the remnants of ‘the Hacks and.
supporters in Chicago, and The Midnight Specizal group from New Orleans,
The other. trend was “the newI?"emerged orthodox Maoist- 001umbia-Ba nard-
Split ‘from the. WSA ‘which at least had ‘the ‘virtues of being more:‘vocal,
better organized and politically more consistent than the softer New
Leftists., "~"Ed Clark, editor of" The “Midnight Special, former PLer, spe~ .
culated in endless rightwing caucuses on the advisability of splitting.
from SDS entirely, and’ was only dissuaded then by the realization that,,
if the right wing split’ from SDS, since opposition to PL was the only.,
thing holdinv ‘them loosely together, ‘they would promptly fall® apart.
These’ right wingers decided to make thelr ‘main- fight on organizational,
mostly agenda points, since, as Rosoff pointed out, xthey obviously
couldn 't agree among, themselves about anything else. R .

Clark Makes His Move-—And Blows It

‘ Ed Llark well known crusader for democracy (particularlv when
finding himself in a minority), whosé' pre-convention writings indica-
ted 'a desire to lead’ SDS back- to' the non-existent "good, o0ld days" of"
participatory democracy, ‘choge’ onlv ‘two organiZational points ‘to- fight
on: 1) that agenda time slotted Por mass- leafleting be glven over to
political discussion,.mhich he capitulated on at. the:.last minute, with-
~drawing his’ originally correct ‘motion, ‘which: the RMCihad supportcd “
and 2) a cynical maneuver, obviously destined’ to failure. .before a
clear WSA majority, to ‘attempt to disqualify. a WSA proposal, “After

the . failure of both these’ proposals, ‘'The Midnlght Special crew’ spent
most of its remaining time at the convention sulking In"the back’ of
“the hall. Upon~ returning to New: Orleans, they pronounced SD3 .dead and
‘washed” oheir hands of it, “thus” continuing ‘the avoidance of political
struggle which has been’ the hallmark of this" group since its inceotion.-
(see~TMS, Feb., '71)

. uome Other Disasters a

v

“The' Rosoff minicgroup was virtually ignored by the. leadership, .
while the similar Roger-Coffielo ‘tendency from the West Coast’was.:
conciliated with election to:the NIC--an apparent indication that PL
control’ over west coast SDSiis’ slipping. "The~ Revolutionary people's
Caucus” from Boston ‘(who' prior 'td the convention convened 'a motley’
meeting ‘of wnite Panthers, nationalists, hipoies ‘and yippies, supoosed-
‘ly to "free 'SD3"; ‘an exolicitly anti-working class meéting which the .
"WSA and RMC’ walked ‘sut’ of)," distinguished dtself oy quoting that "great
revolutionary leader" ‘Bernadette- ‘Dehrn,” gettl ng only derisive laughter
and-booing from the floor. “After that debacle, the RPC also retreated,
maintainlng pristine silence (excent fo" some hecki*ng) on al1 politi-
cal questions. ‘ ; : o : L , :

StaVinn in SDS for basically opportunist reasons, these ‘New Lefters
attempt to uge" the Worker-Student’ Alliance Verbiage with an entirely

o _different content, chalienging the correct 3DS"1line of non=alliance

‘with liberals. - ‘Thelr utopian belief is' that linking up SDS with any
.and all organizations (primarily campus), regardless of rotten: polities,
will build SDS in some way, ~This demonstrates’ completeinaivete: con- |
cerning political developrent--with such. a strategy, SDS would at best
become the left cover for liberal politics, and more probably, be come
pletely lost within the morass. of liberalism, The right wing cyniecally
covers up lts opportunist maneuvering by denying that the basis for
political glliance must be agreement on program. Sinking to the lowest
common denominator of anti-Nixonism is nothing more than a betrayal of
the left. " We note that Gl Schafer, of New Orleans SDS, 1s sponsoring
“the Na*ional Peace Action Coalition (another one of those SWP-YSA-SMC

: (cont. onh pg.3)
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peace fronts) in the name of New‘bfleans SDS' This only a few months
‘after The. “MidnIght Spe cIal“aenounoed the YSA-3MC, proclaiming that

they are;being: Usedq.. as or are'tools ofgthe bosses...thev should. be
given the same treatment that one would’givewa cop." (IMS, Dec,'70).

* Apparently The Midnight Spec1al and/or New Orleans 'SDS considtrs the
proper way to treat cops 18 .to,support. their otionsl‘ Or.1ls this a
new split in ‘The" \ S ‘

largest num ‘ .

~L~WSA continuallﬁ:at empted toﬁoonciliate ‘this. group in
maintal orga»izat 1~cont tftae New, Yorx region,
(a:coneiliation which later develooments sh 1
Columbiam=Barnard.spli 'fni the WS

talk about:Stalin,.
‘ference: with Mao=-

people"ism, ‘Columbla-Barnard demands 'S S”supgo. ~of th
Party, an. organizatiqn which calls the workingﬂclass,
white, sell-outs to; capitalism and states® tha‘?the only revolutionary
force in America 1s” the‘lumpen proletariat, “the’ "street people", ‘whose
relation to the meansg., ,of: produttion is non-existent therefore render=-

left. must. be defendedsagaif t", : istk ¥:

them, extending this defens y1itical’ support denies the central
role the workingﬁclasssmust playwin revo. ution, and.paves the way . for

" the complete abandonment o) gworking,qlass D Ogram for SDS. Never-'
<theless, Columbia—Barnard's criticism of. PL'sgvulga" analysis of, the
black question ‘has some. validity.x Blacks are‘not merely more economi—
cally exploited than whites, butare’ subject to’ direct political oppre~
ssion, .such as pervasive police bru*alitJ against gnetto residents,. as
well as. the psychological oppression of living in & 'raclst society. 4
However, it is aropund such’ class issues ‘as unemployment that black
workers can lead ‘the’ entire class and thereby’ win white workers to. op-
pcez the ‘extra-economic’ aspects of black oporession. Columbia-Earnard
has no strategz for fighting racism other than moralistic propaganda
that racism 1is bad.’ ’ )

o

Columbia-qunard's position on. the Vietnam war has a similar
thrust. . Rather than calling for-the victory of the Vietnamese revolue
tion, as does the RMC,  they: ‘call for. support .of and vietory.to the NLF,
the popular front of the Vietnamese . Communist’Barty,,whose program .
calls forﬁthemdeyelopment;gr”indigenop “capit Iism in Vietnam! Call=-
ing for tne political victory of:such a“program means aoandoning the
Vietnamese ‘workers and, peasants to.exploltation. by ‘their own ruling
class. . Considering that theTV1etnamese national bourgeoisie is one of
the most® despicable collec ; e

~shysters, gougers and,pimp,
of Chiang Kai-shek, that 1is not much o rwy
of fighting.  The" RevolutionaryiMarxis aucpsqis for the militarz
victory. of the NLF. and’ Nort] Vle ) se, forces. agalnst. the American
‘and South” Vietoamese puppetgtroops. T We would’ urge’ geruine revolution—
ary ‘socialists to fight for the leadership of the Vietnamese masses
against the. existing NLF . leadership, whille oombetting the. imperlallst
forces.ir”he principle of actively. suppo"ting mass struggles. while
opposing an. opportanlst ‘Aeadershlp is thel ABC. of revolutionary strategy.

: General. g; ctric andeeneral hotors strikee,

desoite the class traitor nnings and: WOonOQRopnion leadersoips. SDS
_members’ have a'tively .and’. correc 1y supportedp‘tudsnt anti-war strikes,
even’ when these were 1ed by?liberal forces NSt L

‘ % E B S
The defeo ioniof Coiur a-Barnavd and thefloss of tontrol by PL—
WSA' of .the N, Y. re*ion is; one‘of; ne mOst serious political ‘defeats,.
which SDS’ has sustained, While the’ WSA.contrglled.the nat*onal organi-
%zation. Cciunb‘ -oaﬂnard ranns vltn harvavo~ﬁaaclifie aS one’ “of the
: i S ‘ : ; g gont, on vx. 4)
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most important cbapters whieh ‘SDS:has. had.: The responsibility. for
this defeat lies squarely on the ‘shoulders of PL-W3Airand - 1s’ di“ectly
“caused by the methodolegy and outiook of 'PL. It 1s no accldent that
all the recent splits from PL have been to the right-~Fraser, Papert
and the Labor Committee, Epton, and- Columbia-Barndrd, ' PL's repudia-
tion ‘of the ‘essential: theoretical conceptions iof Stalinism-and Maolsm--
~%he- oopular front, the - stage: theory of revolution, tail-ending of* black
nationalism--has not been based.on an historical and thedretical re-i
assessment of the hayoc wrought by Stalinism in fhe world working:class
movement, but an‘empirical .response tq the bankruptcy of:fhese doe- ‘:
trines- neceSsitated by the Vieunamese war-andthe rise of black nat=
ionalism, (In.addition, PL 'finds 1t -difficult to move itself . to the -
rignt, ;8ince the: SWP-YSA hgs effectively.monopolized the old Stalin-
ist popular front positions.?): In- -Justifying these moves PL: -can‘only..
exonerate: itself on ‘the grounds .of-the particular situation dar-on its
authority as ! the (sel;-proclaimed) .revolutionary, communist partys By
attenpting ‘to build on.social guilt, moralism, -and empiricism, the :
three most obnoxious . and_defective_characteristlcs of the American -
left, PL icreatesithe: .conditions for its own ‘defeat and the eontinuous
splits ‘to the right. - The: standard argument that failures are the-
"result of "our own raclsm, male chauvinism, ete." 1s; of icourse, o
tine method which PL employs to €xplain.the .failure: of one :qr .another
of 1ts opportunist gambits to demoralized WSA'ers while keeping the
authority of PL as. "revolutionary -communist: party" (infallible. guide)
intact. Rosoff . and Rogers have had the ingenuity. to utilize this " -
tactic ‘from the right for thelr.own. purposes. Once WSA'ers jand PL'ers
begin to douot, once -they begin to realize CWSA: and Challenge selling
doesn't work and 1is a lot 'of eyewash, théy ‘are unable to bring these..
criticisms ‘to the party. .or WSA since-the inherited -Stalinist. authori-
tarianism:brooks no- opposition. To date they have either. looked: for
a new source of authority, 1.e.,:back to Maoism, or retreated into”
" New Leftism. covered only by the fig leaf of verbal ‘endorsement of:«
~WSA. Without a .clearly reasoned theoretical explanation far dts. br“ak
‘with Stalinist ‘theory, without an institution: oef real: Anner party demo-
. eracy, and:wlthout 'a transitlonal .program. which bridges.the gap between
:'rubber mats' and the dictatorship o- theproletariat, PL is bound to.
create within itself rignt winp solits and transmib the Same: ‘process
to SDS. T STy o F / .

On The Floor-l Organizational dausles L i-r:iiv‘ i

PL-WSA has a. hard tine handling political critdcism, S0 gettiﬁg
proposals discussed was difficult as always. - The convention was: ocient—
ed primarily towards endless pseudo-democratic workshops {(whare no:
votes are ever :taken on:--anythlng), mass.: ‘eafleting and deronstrationq
building, ‘& rat~troupe skit, and the necessary but time»consuming
electlon of office SR En TR T e e S e

PL-WSA's general tactic toward the right wing ‘was, attemoued con-
ciliation, - The Revolutionary Marxist .Caucus.recelved different. treat-
ment. Polltical antagonlsms were intenbified by PL-WSA, which erupted
during the election: proceedings intc open hostillty and near violence,

The RMC ran candidates. for: 3ll national positions., ..Cur first two can-

- didates were booed, higsedrand pelted with wads: of paper during their
speeches: by USAers. ‘The: third candldate reacted badly to this nrovo—
cation by making irrelevant cdistorted and .personal criticisms of PL .
and its leader, Milt Rosen, rather. than insisting on the correctness.
of the ‘RMC program, - This weakness' .displayed by the candidate was. not:
an accldent; as part of - his continuing; political breakdown he shortly
broke entirely away from RM" policics.\* V.:~e;,

Tempers were running 519rt DV the iast day of tne convention, PL~
WSA was able. to -impose a- 30-uecond time Jimit on all RMC. speakers, mak-
ing 1t imposs*ble for. us to pzesent ourr proposals on women's. liberation
and racism. In effectively ‘silencing the RHMC during the last day; the
leadership made 1tself more yulnersbls to.the right wing, with whom it
found itself worxing ‘agalnst the RMC, The right was guick to take ad-
vantage of thils by calling for the election of an additional NIC mem-
ber, Their candidate was an ex-SDfer from r‘olumoia-BarnaJ:'d who no
longer- attended SDu neetinpu.;‘qe was duly elected : SRR

~ We have pointed out bef ore and we reeeat. mhese oureducraticzw‘
and unuemoer"tic procedures cgn onlj drive ﬁoueut‘allv radical st»aenue
¢ \cgﬂvo on \‘:o ,}
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: \transitconal progran dpsﬂgned.to Increace
;class strug Ye! in this'country. through- conscious rad~
1cal intervention——SDS_pos&ngidemands related to the current COH»EPHB

with demandswfo ;
hours“and wages““

the: Democratic party‘ i ‘ ’

class ‘as’’a way torimplémen heir presentustruggres sforrsurvival would
not only iintensify the: workers' struggles: ‘against .the. capltalist class,
butrmould discredit. the mialeadership of.:the « rade”unions, the sell- "
out’ bureaucrats, among the ank and’file Cokm i

The.generalrproposal p%t forward by the WSA~ 1eadership was to
build ‘a‘worker-student ‘alliance:on the isame gennral !support! bao135
that existed:Yefore: ‘the convention, whichfwon ‘a majority of the:vote.
The ‘proposal .made’ no:imention:of. any :pregram to implement working c¢lass
struggles, but concentrated .on ‘the ‘vague "ally with' tactic that has®
rendered SDS's working class orientation ‘ineffective ‘In the: past.« #E
The programmatic points such as "30 for: 40"‘adopted by ;PL*(but ‘not.
SDS) rand!"End-Racist. Unemployment”*muqt ‘be confronted head.on as minor
improvements:. in:PL's: program which appear to, ‘but are actually Ansuf~
ficient .to," replacefthis basic: method., ‘The WSA ‘denles, in effect, that
radicalstudents ‘can and-must .advance the: ‘elass Struggle: through assist-

ing the*working“~lass’to ‘achie ”revolutionary“socialist consc1ousneas.

"~“During the_ﬂ*rst_part of the: convention,,the RMC was forced once
again to fight for the basi: democratic right of. proportional represa
A ght which' won the RMC a speaker on only .
< Yo The ! question'of the oppression of woms
en has been an extremely confusxng one’ for SDS, evér since the topiec
first '‘came -upifor-‘discusslon’ at the December: 1969::New- Haven Conference.
That conference found PL-W&A endorsing an‘anti-abortion linex for o -

The problema of: carrying out sucl 'a line- Nhile actemptlng ‘to’ win'
radical students to SDS created a quick reversal-«to part of the pro-
‘gram of:the- R&C,anewl‘éformed at that conference. ' The” sudden ‘switch
‘was" donesemoirically, with ‘no' theoretical analysis of women's Oppress
:sion,:which® allowed ®the’ PL~WSA leadership ‘to-continue to rafuse to "
recognize ‘the: central ‘role of the: family "in‘the ‘oppression of women~—‘
-part :of; abasiciMarxist: analysis.a Rather,® their position’ remained that

‘the. socio—ac.fomic inst;tut*on .of:'the ‘family ‘could be made into "a =~
fighting.unitifor: socialism“ “Withi'such a" oro—family perspectiVe, SDS
has; had to .concentrate on merely.the economic: asoects -of ‘women's op~"
pression,: giving them an':extremely crude- approach to.a central ‘contra-
digtion: of :capitalism. v Th “§DS¢nosition ‘can be'summed up- as “women "
are: oppressedﬁbecause they are’pald’ 1e»s, and! they are paid 1less be- -

- cause they -are oppressed"--with ithe! supra-natural ageney' of' "male"
chauvinism" as the prime mover behind t.ie cirecle. ‘The RMC speakcr on
~the panel. emphasized.the ‘centraXirole ofithe. family asi-an-ageney- of-

«oppression. - The’ family - islan’ egonomic. necessity under capitaxism as
At providas'forvunpaid, socially necessary ‘labor;: further, it is a
prime agency- for: the' internaiizatlon of oppression, teaching women tO‘
seek the. :sole, meaning of llfe in treir children and husband for ex-
ample..~ -f»m, o i . g SRR e ‘

The main thrust o tne RMC inuervention on all queqtionc was tne
attemov to bring about uhe fcndamcntal recognition by SDS of 1ts need
for an openly co"ialiot perspectlive, program, and internal organiza-
tion, -open to.2ll politieal tendencles to fight for thelr programs.
SDS had the re pans"bi’itj, as the only mass-Lased working class

? e i~ - Ty
‘:ﬁ e J- . R
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PROGRAM FOR THE ECONOMIC CRISIS...(continued fnom page 5)
war and the sys*em tnat pr oduced it.‘f7'

io mount a real struggle avains* the economic crisis, the Vietnam
war and. the governmeni's attacks on militants all over the ‘country,
the phony union "leaders" must be thrown out and replaced by m ilitant
rank-and-file control of the unions around a program’ of class st“uggle.
Many workers ‘have formed caucuses inside -their: unions ‘and are struiggl-
ing to’implément a militant strategy to fight for the short-term and-
1ong-term.interests of all working people., We stpport these wo"kers!
We demand:. Py et : . v co

1.. Control Prices,, Not es- The polioy of wage-price control being
pushed. particularly by th berals, is a deadly serious ‘threat. to the
workers' right fo flght. tneir exploiters. Government control over ‘the
unions, compulsory arbitration, anti—strike laws must ‘be opposed.’ We .
want to. fight inflation, but at the bosses' expense, with price con—ﬂ

:2. ‘For Strikes Avainst Lavoff fand a Slidirg Scale of - Wages and Hoursﬁ
‘Enough Jobs, could be created instantly IT the baslc work Week were :
shortened with no loss in pay. ‘This 1s clearly in the interests of

all workers, who now. compece among themselves. for Jobs in a. shrinkinw E
Job .market. .. A siiding scale of 'wages in relation to the cost of liVing_1
would safeguard the gains already won' against erosion by infla ion L

3. Exprooriation of Industry Under ‘Workers' Control*i At ‘the heart’

of this soclety's economic, 4115 1s production for private profit. and

not social ‘use. . We reJectthe.idea of natiorialization’ under. the bosses'_
control 1ike in England; where bankrupt monopolies are ‘the only in= .. -~

dustries nationalized, 80 that the ‘workers' taxes oaJ the bosses'debts.\"

4,  For a Workers' Political Party" ”he Democratic ‘and Republican
fParties stand more exposed and hated than ever, but workers,,seeing 0
no alternative, vote for the ™Mlesser evil" or not at-zall., Clearly,. . -
workers need a political party to represent their interests, in which
the competing policies ‘of working-class leaders and misleaders can . be zs
argued and tested in practice. The, needs and interests of working..
people cannot be won .and protected by economic militanCJ alone; we. ..
need political action by the wo"king class to: flght for~wo*kers power. A

5. End Government Repression._ No U Se Worker can afford to think -

that the slauvgnter of students. at Kent: qta"e, or the persecution of .
Black. Panthers.and other’ radical groups, is not:part.of an qttack on-,

all working people.; Thie -same. troops which killed student protesters

are used to break. strihes, ‘the same cops “who ‘persecute” ghetto residentss
also smash picket Xines; the: same ‘sourts.which. "punisr" radicals, wili
fine and jall strike leade - HNo ‘matter what. our. disagreeMents with :
them, we must defend. Angela Davis, the Hlack ‘Panthers. and“Young Lords,
terroristic radicals like the U,S. Weathermen or the Quebec national-
ists,against the government repress¢on and the racist cops. - ..v

6. For Strikes Againot the” War~ Millions of workers oppose the Viet— .

nam war, but the union fakers cnannel tnis discontent into empty state-~:?-3

ments and weekend. demonstratioﬁs., Students all over thé U.S. closed

“down their schools after the-Canbodia invasion--workers ‘can: do far o
more to fight Nixon's.war: policies by closing down tne- fac*ories them— S
selves, Antiswar workers should fight within tneir unions to have the ;=
unions call a one-day strike against the war '

DEMONSTRATE AGAINST UNEMP OYMENTL SDS has called for a mass demonstra- .
‘tion to snow the solldarity between students and workers, in fighting
unemployment, SDS is & national organization of students who belleve - . .
we must bulld a workergstudent alliance to fight against racism imper—
lalism. and male chauvinism, - s

. COME TO WASHINGTON MARCH 20! -

.

Defend Angela Davis
- Defend the - Panther 21! , R
 Defend Juan Farinas, ‘soclalist draft oroteotrr'““
"Defend Fraser and gorgnan, Rizzo frame-up victimsl
Defen Carol Graves, Don Nicholas, Franxz I"iorito
and the Kewark Teachars! o '




To: thB Young SociaZzst Ai»zance-Studant Hobtlzaatzon Commpttee.l o

"; BRING WORK¢NG CLASD POWE? AGAIMST Td WAR’

It is an aosolute necessity +hat ant -War m*litants learn the
proper lessons :from -the puppet South Vietnamese army's invasion of -
Lzos ‘upder the q1rect‘on and. nrotecbion of U.s. nilitary forces. It
is not‘only that the Vietnamese people have not achieved an iota of
selr-determination :under the Thieu—Ky dicta torship; as 1s well known,
the decision to cross the .Laotian border was dictated by. Nixon, ‘who -
;held up :the invasion for several” days while he tested the domestilc
political climate and ascertained whether the USSR and China were in-
clined to :.do anything more than scream. eplthets. They weren't of cour-
se., ‘And, despite rhetoric to the contrary, it pointed up agéin that -
the Yankee geal:in. Southeast Asia continues to be: militarj victovy over
North Vietnam.;w . ‘,%ﬁ nap_“.“ : ; S T S

But 1t showeu something more—-the la ek of ary domestic resporse
to this. new atrocity in Indochina, something unique over the:past five
years, points up the virtual decimation of the anti-war movement in:
the U.S. This process began 1In 1968 with the defection of the major-:
ity of 1ts ranks - into the hugene McCarthy 'peace! campalgn, and.through
that straight back into the bourgeols Democratic. Party. . For :the past:
two years, the 'movement' has had largely-a ritualistic character, as
it became manifestly obvious that the traditional SMC-directed semi-:
annual peace crawls had absolute1y no consequential impact.on Admin-
*stration policy.

The SMC and the Cambodia Lpsurge

At about thils’ point in the argument the enraged "SA-SMC leadepr~ -
ship usually point to the disor&ers over Cambodia.and related campus .
massacres . of last. spring. as a self-serving vindication of the. vitalﬂty
of the anti-war movement., But. thessg ‘events=~3pontancous and arising
Independently-~can.in no aay ‘be' consused with -the SMC's. "pTanned ‘act-
ions"; -if anything, the returned quiescence (even in the face of a new
invasion) points to the fundamental lack of any program coning from .
the YSA-SMC. leadership, save ‘only more of: the same maintain-the-bloc-'
with~the—liberals-at—any—cout orand o* class: co’labo"ation. SR E

A related and cynical. argument whlch originates Prom YSA honcho
Pete Camejo 1is.that no matter what the program. of the movement, such
protests and demonstrations a*E"’objectively anti-imperialist"., : This
is as nonsenslcal as the recent YSA contention that the Jackson State-
Kent .State killings and attendant protests represented the "American
Student 1905" (Lif that is 50, save us from the "American student. 1917"!)
We recall the YGOA made the same claim for the "defeat" of Johnson in' -
1968. Strange argunents for self-proclaimed Marxlsts, to confuse an
indivicdual with ‘his class program--that "defeat" ‘bronght us:Richard ,
Nixon as Commapder-in-Chief and four more vears -of the Kennedy-Johnson-
Nixon Indochina-doctrinel .-We would ask Comrade Camejo: Was the Ohio
National Guarad: being "objectiveély anti-imperialist" last:spring when' it
‘breathed -new '1life "Into the ants-war strugdle? Iffso,iwhat else do you
have in mind for us? e ‘ I :

- With increasing politscal and mslitarv swagger the Mxxonxadminis-
tration widens the war 1n Indochina knowing fulil wel’ the lrpotence of
the domestic anti-war movement to. check:the aggression. :0nly the de-
veloprent -of a program based upon tne working class with a perspective
of struggle almed at the bourgeoilsie and their lackeys, the union bur-
eaucrats, and.linked to the other soclal *ssuea can bring an end to
the spector of endless laperialist war! v =

WEST COAST RMC REPOP\T

CALIFORNIA=-San Francisco State SDS has teken:on a- totally new: charac-
ter. Progressive Labor nas lost control of the chapter, which is rap-
1dly moving towards the positions of the Revolutionary Marxist Caucus,

After the SDS National Convention in Chicago, SDSers came homne
feeling disgruntled and dissatisfied, At the first meeting following
the conventlon, dissatisfied people listed several organizational points
on whlch they cbjected, among them PL's dominance and control of the -
‘conventlion and.especlally the rally and demonstration, as well as ine-
stances where. PL members had overaxtended the chanter's finances by
pledging impoasible sums of money to the Natloral deadnuarters, The

_ (cort., on peg. 9)
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TROTSKYISM»BOGGLES THE MAOIS‘I‘ MIND (cont. from 8. 12).....

consciousness. ‘Upon whor-mu,t the Mao sts cely por sappo t in xeeomog
_ 8DS free’'from: thn reVOiutionary socialism which. draws in its waite. the
taint of, Trotskylsi w1th its "millions of esoteric questions" (Incon--
2gia‘and. China, for example)? - Obviously upon the.ncn-socialists (the
ign?rant) and tneir na*ural leaders,'the anti-socialists (the: prlncio~
led L . . . A

he policy of de”eating Trotskyism by und?rcuttiuo it social a8
foundation is no unusual oiece of : right—Naolst anti~-communism. - Pro~
gressive Labor sti1ll opposes. the demand for an openly °ocialist gtu-
dent movement, wWalle-at the same time. endlessly: proclaiming PL's "rev-
olutionary. communism.!. Perhaps uhey regard any explicitly- socialist .
consclousness outside of PL itsslf as. a threat to the hegemony of the
Party;. for an organization which has reversed itself on major questions
in as short. a time as:PL has,;:their fears of outside competition on
thelr own. socialist ground. are of course. fully justified. In any. case,’
the Maolst. opposition has learned much from. its experience in and aro-
und, PL,. among. other things the tactic of the "Bloc of Lowered Consclous-
ness". by which self-proclaimed communists bloe with declared antil-
communists to defeat revolutionary criticism f"on the left. . PL is ‘
more "Trotskylst! than its. orthodox aoist opposition in that it has .
empirically recoiled from the class betrayals toward which:their earl-
ier positions, especially on nationalism, have led them., -A systematic .
understanding of their admittedly lousy positions does. of course lead:’
stralght toward Trotskyism, a direction which they can resist only by
systematic anti-theory and enthuslasm-mongering.: But the confusion is
there; PL has been knocked off its Stalinist-Maoist base, and they
find their unavoildable’ episodic cleseness to the SL-RMC exquisitely:
embarrassing. Those most embarrassed, of course; have fled back to Mao=
thought. and classless serve-the-people rhetoric for which PL's, Worker-.
Student Alliance role prepared thém. PL is of course not so. stupld as.
to admit their fears that expliclt sociallsm on the oart of $DS will
make the job of the Trotskyists easier. : -

The contenticn that "socialist groups dod'o exist in the abstract“
-~i.e., there are different conceptions with different practical imn‘i-
cations which must be sorted out in nolitical struggle--is correct.
 'What neither PL nor its right-wing opponents mentlon s that a non-
soclalist organization doesn't exist in the abstract, ~either, It faces
continually the choice of ‘conerete ‘bourgeois policies, .randon confused
policies, or hidden socialist policies. Presumably the latter is wnat
PL and its opponents desire; but hidden socialism is.a fragile thing.
to defond--presumably ‘by organlzatioral means——agaicst the all—perva—;:
sive onslaught of bourgeois ideclogy. Plenty’ of liberals know how to
harvest the organizing work.of those radicals who resist the.step from
essentially protest politics:(anti-racism,- anti—sexism, ete. ) oO a:. -
uniPying social st consciousness..x , - A

Some, of the more imbecilic charges in the ‘leaflet deserve some
attention. ' All issues of- Sgartacist are available, ‘because: 1t has.no:
positions it ‘has dumped or beconw asnamed of. We defy phrass-mongering
idiots, Maoist or otherwise, to find cne werd of condemnation of the
struggle against imperialism by the Indonesians or anybody else. One
wlll find plenty of condemnation of the policies of no struggle, of
alliance with imperialism and its agents (such as the gangster sukarno)
imp;sed by privileged political. elites (including the Chinese) which
again and agaln have turned tue masses of revolutionary flghters over
to thelr enemies to be butchered. We do not condenn ocur "Indoneslan
sisters and brothers" for belng murdered., We condemn the leaders -tho
ordered them to stand defenseless befors the preactionary slaughers; the
authors of that policy, Mac and ‘Aldit, are not our "sisters and brc- -
thers", Our "°isters and brothers" were the German worke»=.and Com-
munists crushed by iitler, not Stalin and his henchmen. who did not let
them fire a shot in thelr own defense. We dldn®t like the Hitler- ‘
Stalin deal either—~presumably an- instance of opposition . to.the anti-
fascist struggle! ' Of poor fly~blown Algeria, s0ld back to imperlialism
by their "revolutionary" "leaders" after years.of bloody struggle, we
need say nothing. The list goes on., We supported the Japanese in :
Chins (according to Mao) in the same d2gree that Lanin was a German
agent (according to the Mensheviks, et al,) and that' we and virtually
all the Cld Bolsqeviks spled for Jltler and the Mikado (according to
Stalin). ' .

In other words,’some people never learn and abuse whatever right

. . (cont. on pz. 1i0)
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TROTSKYISM. BOGCLES T WHE MAOIST MIND R ﬂf - e
(A reply to the Nao Tsetung Thought Collective) T

The untitled leaflet aistributed at an Illinois campus by the
"Mao Tsetung Thought Collective" repnresents more than evident preoccu-
pation with the cpertacist Laague and Revolutionary Marxist Caucus by
some Maolsts on a campus vhere, so. far as'we know, we enjoy ho parti-
cular influence. :The thinking expressed in the leaflet is typical of
a number of groups which have split away from the Progressive Labor
Party and its WSA-dominated SDS chapters. The'leaflet is a good ex~ -
ample of ‘why revolutionary Marxlsts continue to analyze and condemn o
the Stalinist betrayals of past decades, since without an awareness of .
Stalinism's:-hilstorical role, would-be revolutionaries will continue to
be. duped and ruined by the sort of Moscow trials-stvle no-think ex- .
pressed in the Maospeak of this leaflet,. Admittedly it is unusually
vulgar, but it should be useful to those 'whose maln experience with
Trotsky-baiting has come from the b4multaneou3¢y more sophisticated
and more confused supporters of PL. = :

For people ‘accustomed to the Thought of Chairman Mao (perhaps ear-.
lier attempting to digest the Thought of Milt Rosen) the pages-of’
Spartacist must be very difficult reading indeed. But if our: Comvades
Macists find a Trotskyist theoretical organ negative and "esoteric”,
they had better drop the pretence of famlliarity with Lenin's work.

The writings of Lenin and all the important Bolsheviks (most of them
"offed" by our Collective's earlier co-thinkers) are ‘mostly long,
bitter, tightly reasoned attacks.on all varieties of enemies of revolu-
tionary Marxism. To paraphrase the leaflet, Lenin's struggle was with
other organizations, not with imperialism and Tsarlsm, Then as now the
burning question was not primarily of cataloguing the evils of imper-
1allsm, but understanding them and how to:smash them. The Maoists do’
not of course-attack Lenin for his "sectarianism" as his enemies of"
the time did. Even -the rotten Communist Parties (are we destructive

in denouncing them, tco, Cdes. Maoists?). cover:their betrayals by ver-

. bal revergnce for the names of Marx and Lenin.: ‘Far easier to attack

Trotsky and his followers who, '‘unlike Lenin, lived to be hounded and
killed by the usurpers of Bolshevism's revolutionary mantle, The class
traitors of Lenin's time attempted to use Marx against Lenin in the -
same way that today's bogus Marxists attempt to 'invoke a betrayed, '
hollow "Leninism" against the modern continuation of Leninism'e uncom-
promising revo;utionary essence-~Trotsky~sm. -

The Maoists' leaflet impliles throughout that the Trotskyists have
inflicted actual damage on the broad anti-imperialist, anti-fascist, .-
etc., movement., Simple annoyance of other sections of the radical mo-
vement -would not seem to warrant the ooprobrlum they lavish :on us.,. -
Well-~did the Trotskylists smash up SDS in June of '69 or create eether
Progressive Labor's misleadership or the right-w1ng, third-worldist:
opposition to it? Was 1t Trotskzists which forced the Epton group
away from PL? Did Trotskylst criticism put the ‘Panthers in their.
present disarray, or is that the responsibility of the Pantners them-
selves, depending on a combination .of terror and glamor to maintain
their organization and win sympathy? Uncritical enthuslasm for the
Panthers has been one of the few unifying factors for the Th*rd—World
New Leftish hero—worshippers. ‘Now no one seems to know who the real
Panthers are, or which side to take in a factlon fight dominated by
political unclarity and personal vilification. - The Panthers' current
crisls demonstrates again (or for the first’ time to those not believing
in history) the 1nherent weaknesses of an -organization bullt upon a
left-wling gang ethos. We will not be surprised, of course, if one -
anti-Trotskylst faction of the Panthers:denounces a politically equliva-
lent rival faction as "Trotskylst" and even wins a number of liberals -
and confused radicals to its side untill another fad comes along. We
ask of both the- Panthers and thelri enthuslasts: will one anti- Trotsxy—%
ist wing of the Panthers now deserve to be rubbed out by tne other for
thelr "counterrevolutionary Trots:yism"*

,Ironically,,;et logically, the Maoists'attitude toward conscious
socialism 1is. akin to their hatred for Trotskyism: at least for the ‘
student movement, both are held to be divisive, anti-struggle, faction-
alist influences. The leaflet maintains that in an openly socialist
student. organization the Spartacistiand their’ supporters will excel 1n
winning people tc their "escterica., The Nr*terb ‘understand that .
Trotskylsm is m» ot successful where ‘there is socialist conscilousness.
They arc “;gut. It is not enough for them to exclude (off?) the "Sparts!
They mu t alse zliminate the medlum in whilech they thr*?e——eo~¢aqut";
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TROTSKYISM, BOGGLES THE MAOIST MIND ™ . | .. L.
(A reply to the Nao Tsetung Thought Collective) S

The untitled leaflet oistributed et an Iliinois campus by the
"Mao Tsetung Thought Collective" represents more than evident preoccu-
pation with the Spartacist League and Revoiutionary Marzist Caucus by
some Maoists on a campus vhere, so far as we know, we enjoy no parti-
cular influence. The thinking expressed in the leaflet is typical of
a number of groups which have split away from the Progressive Labor -
Party and its WSA-dominated SDS chapters. The:leaflet 1s a good ex- -
ample of why revolutionary Marxists contlnue to analyze and condemn S
the Stalinist betrayals of past decades, since without an awareness of
Stalinism's:-hidstorical role, would-be revolutionaries will continue to
be. duped and ruined by the sort of Moscow trials-style no-think ex-
pressed in the Maospeak of thils leaflet,  Admittedly it is unusually
vulgar, but 1t should be useful to those:whose maln experience with
Trotsky-baiting has . come from the bimultaneousiy more sophis+1cat°d
and more confused supporters of PL. - ;

For people accustomed to the Thought of Chairman Mao (perhaps ear-.
lier attempting to digest the Thought of Milt. Rosen} the pages . of- ,
Spartacist must be very difficult reading indeed ‘But. if our Comrades
Maocists find a Trotskyist theoretical organ negative and "esoteric",‘ o
they had better.drop the pretence of famlliarity with Lenin's work.
The writings of Lenin and all the important Bolsheviks (most of them
"offed" by our Collective's earlier co-thinkers) are mostly long, «
bitter, tightly reasoned attacks.on all varieties of enemies of revolu-
tionary Marxism. To paraphrase the leaflet, Lenin's struggle was wilth
other organizations, not with imperialism and Tsarism. ~Then as now the
burning question ‘was not primarily of catalogulng the evils of 1lmper-
ialism, but understanding them and how to:smash them. The Maolsts do’
not of course-attack Lenin for hls "sectarianism" as hils enemies of"
the time did. Even -the rotten Communist Parties (are we destructive
in denouncing them, too, Cdes. Maoists?) cover:their betrayals by ver-

. bal reversnce for the names of Marx and Lenin, Far easler to attack
Trotsky and his followers who, unlike Lenin, lived to be hounded and
killed by the usurpers of Bolshevism's revolutionary mantle; The class
traitors of Lenin's time attempted to use Marx agalnst enin in the
same way that today's bogus Marxists attempt to invoke a betrayed,
hollow "Leninism" against the modern continuation of Leninism'q uncom=~
promising revoiutionary eesence--Trotsky sm. :

The Maolsts' leaflet implies throughout that the Trotskyists have
inflicted actual damage on the broad danti-imperialist, anti-fascist,
etc., movement. Simple annoyance of other sactions of the radical mo~
vement -would not seem to warrant the opprobrium they lavish on us. .
Well--did the Trotskyists smash up SDS in June of '69 or create either
Progressive Labor's misieadership or the righte-wing, third-worldist
opposition to it? Was 1t Trotskylsts which forced the Epton group
away from PL? Did Trotskyist criticism put theée Panthers in their. .
present disarray, or is that the -responsibility of the Panthers them-
selves, dependlng on a combination of terror and glamor to maintain
their organization and win sympathy? Uncritical enthusiasm for the
Panthers has been one of the few unifylng factors for the Third-World,
New Leftish hero-worshippers. Now no one seems to know who the real
Panthers are, or which side to take in a faction fight dominated by
political unclarity and personal vilification. . The Panthers' current
crisis demonstrates agaln (or for the first time  to those not believing
in history) the lnherent weaknesses of an organizatlion built upon a
left-wing gang ethos. We will not be surprised, of course, if one
anti-Trotskylst faction of the Panthers denounces a politically equiva-
lent rival faction as "Trotskylst" and even wins a number of liberals
and confused radicals to its side until another fad comes along. We
ask of both the Panthers and their enthusiasts: will one anti- Trotsky—
ist wing of the Panthers now deserve to be rubbed out by the other for
their "counterrevolutionary Trotsnyism"° ‘

Ironically, yet logically; the Maolsts'attitude toward conscious
soclalism is. akin to their hatred for Trotskyism: at least for the
Student movenment, both are held to be divislve, antl-struggle, faction-
alist influences. The leaflet maintains that in an openly socialist -
student. organizatlon the Spartaclist.and their: suoporters will excel in
winning people to their "esoterical. The nr*ters understand that
Trotskylsm 1s m,;t successful where there 18 socialist conscilousness.
They arc “*gut. it is not enough for them tc exciude (off?) the MSparts?
They mus t alse 2liminate the meiiun in which they tﬁr4¥¢——DO"ldliS4. \
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MF' SYPHTUS
. IN T' WOF\KERS MOVEN‘ENT

_This boxed leaflet was recently dlstributed by ‘the Mao Tsefung
Thought Collective (Chicago). RMC repnly beginnincr on pagel2..

l

The Spartacist League has a short and. inglorious histo?y in-the
Américan left, Essentially the opartacista have done absolutely
nothing to build the left in this. country.. In fact, they have bullt
- no.struggles .agalnst imperialism anzglace! They represent a pro=
imperialist.line-and try to cover it over with .pages of "Marxlst" .
rhetoric,  Thelr newspaper reads like the National. Enquirer of the
left; "exposing" other left groups ‘and carrying on: esoteric debates.
To: analyze what the Sparts say. there ls nothing good happening on

ing built (see below), only a few’ struggles are being carried out
and none of those are any good. - o R

When evaluating an organization one must look at its history,
-1ts taeory, and its program. The history of the Sparts is one‘of ,
factidnalizing, ralsing secondary questions into primary- ones and’
trying to destroy other organizations; i.e. New School SDS, Memphis
-SDS, NCCEWVHN and others. Their strugglés are with other organiza- ‘
tions ‘hot- against US capitalism. Thelr gractice, in othe" WOrds, is

othingl “‘ ' AL

~ Their theory 1s based on Trotsky. Trotsky, oenounced oy -Lenin’
(for examples see V,20-22 of Collectad Works especially argurients
. against natlonal chauvinists and V.9 of Selected Works among others)
and a major adversary of revolution in Russia. Trotsky does ‘not,
however, occupy a major portlon of Lenin's polemics because, like
the followers of Trotsky since, his inf'luence on. therevolutionary
movement was-almost nil., * Trotskyism has never played a good role 1n
any anti-imperialist struggle; they have been on the wrong side of
every -revolutionary movement. They have .opposed every revolution
since 1617 and attack every revolutionary country; they opposed the
struggle against fascism in WW2; they even supported the Japanese in
China because Japan would raise. the level of productive forces (Sel-
ected Works of Mao Tsetung, V. 3,P 221). The 1list could go on ‘and on
about. Trotsky's line and the sellouts of the people by his’ followers.

The Spartacist program 1is ‘to builld a labor ‘party. Tney haw ‘no
underotanding of where the American worker is at today; their pro-
gram means we should spend our time vwinning workers to a new type of
reformlsm instead of revolution. 1In the student movement thelr line
is to make SDS a "soclalist" student -group.  While this sounds. good

What -1s our long range strateg ? "Will we become a Leninlst party
without the workers or will we look to another party for politicai
leadership? In other words will'we become - another YSA except -with a
more militant cover and Spartaclst as tae "aduit" group? .We tbink
it becomes more clear what the Spart demand for a socialist youth-

Spartaclsts! (or to PL which has essentially the same polities).: 04r
demands and our stiuggles will be the same--agalinst sexism, racism
and imperialism whether we call ouxr selves socialisf or not. :

groups don't exist in the abstract; we will be called on to take po~
tacist xcells-~esoterica. ‘We will be called.on te condemn our

ers for mistakes they have already recognized and started to correct .
plus others they never made. In other words we.will spend all of
our time in the musty pages ‘of the.history of the left instead of .
building the fight against. Us imperialism. It is-true we must learn'
from past experiences but the primary souree of krowledge is prae-
tice and the primary way to evaluate theory is oractic 3 the Sparts
learn nothing because they have no prac¢tice and:will lsad SDS into
the same trap, of objectively supporting imperialism because we will

Sparts and PL.do now.. In the end Trotskyites of all shades will. be'
dealt with by the revolutionary masses of the US as has hapoened in

ea, China, Cuba, Algeria and many othersj-they will be offed! For now
we must end the bullshilt and go out and smash impcrialism and their

the left, organizations are being’ sold out, a :labor party is. not be- |

- what -does’ 1t mean in -practice? What demands will we organize around?-'

group means in practise--only that SDS will become subservient to "ol »

The socialist student movement demand is Sust a trap--socialistm,
sitions on millions of esoteric questions: Just tihe area where Spar- -

Chinese comrades, our Indonesian sisters and brothérs plus many oth;‘f'

devote our tlme attacking all groups .that are fighting with 1t as the |

every struggle agzalnst imperialism and capitalism (i.e. Vietnam, Kor-

| Trotskyite and other revisionist lackles,
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